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actively involved in philanthropy and charitable
work. Their generosity has helped countless
individuals both in their hometown of Grand
Rapids and across Michigan. Institutions such
as the DeVos Children’s Hospital, the Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences, and the
DeVos Campus of Grand Valley State Univer-
sity bear witness to their commitment to give
back to the community.

Richard DeVos has also written three books
that have inspired innovative and entrepre-
neurial spirits in younger generations. After
undergoing a heart transplant in 1997, Mr.
DeVos became the chairman of the Speakers
Bureau for United Network for Organ Sharing
and has worked diligently to deliver his mes-
sage of perseverance and hope.

Today | rise to thank Richard M. DeVos, Sr.
for his lifetime of service and dedication to our
community, to congratulate him on his many
accomplishments, and to wish him a happy
and healthy birthday.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO A MICHIGAN
LEADER, RICHARD DEVOS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the accomplishments of Richard
DeVos, a Michigan citizen who exemplifies the
American spirit of entrepreneurship and com-
munity leadership.

As Richard DeVos celebrates his 80th birth-
day, we reflect on his many achievements as
the co-founder of Amway Corp. with his life-
long friend and business partner, the late Jay
Van Andel, as well as his many selfless con-
tributions to his state, community, and fellow
citizens.

The author of three books, “Believe!,”
“Compassionate Capitalism,” and “Hope From
My Heart: Ten Lessons for Life,” Richard also
is a public speaker with an international fol-
lowing. After receiving a heart transplant in
1997, he took on the additional responsibility
of serving as chairman for the Speakers Bu-
reau for United Network for Organ Sharing.

Richard has owned several professional
sports franchises, including the Orlando Magic
of the National Basketball Association.

Richard and his wife, Helen, support many
hospitals, colleges and universities, arts orga-
nizations and Christian causes in their home-
town of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and also nu-
merous organizations in their adopted commu-
nity in Central Florida.

A veteran of the U.S. Air Force, Richard and
his wife Helen have raised four children and
have 16 grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Richard DeVos as, on his 80th
birthday, we acknowledge his life-long vision,
compassion, and commitment to the American
people and his home state of Michigan. Rich-
ard DeVos is truly deserving of our respect
and admiration.
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COMMENDING THE PEACE CORPS
ON ITS 45TH ANNIVERSARY OF
ITS INCEPTION

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to commend
and congratulate the Peace Corps, and its
many volunteers, on the 45th Anniversary of
its inception. During a 1960 visit to the Univer-
sity of Michigan, then-Senator John F. Ken-
nedy challenged students to not only better
themselves academically, but to serve the call
of duty and help promote and facilitate peace
throughout the globe.

As a result of this proclamation, the Peace
Corps was established with the noble goal in
mind of promoting peace and friendship be-
tween the United States and other countries
around the world. If President Kennedy were
alive today, he would no doubt look upon the
Peace Corps with great pride and admiration
for what it has evolved in to: a vessel which
fosters an in-depth understanding between
Americans and the indigenous peoples of the
countries in which they serve, helping the rest
of us to better understand a plethora of dif-
ferent customs, traditions and ways of life.

Since its founding 45 years ago, more than
182,000 Peace Corps Volunteers have been
invited by 138 host countries to help countless
individuals who want to build a better life for
themselves, their children, and their commu-
nities. Whether empowering seemingly help-
less people to take control of their own lives,
assisting with AIDS relief in poverty-stricken
countries, developing greater business oppor-
tunities, expanding agriculture development,
or—most recently—coming to the rescue of
their own countrymen whose entire lives were
uprooted by the devastating destruction of
Hurricane Katrina, these volunteers provide a
faithful service to this great Nation, and they
should be proud of their achievement. And we
are certainly proud of each and every volun-
teer and what they represent. In fact, from my
own district in Indiana, there are currently 20
volunteers who are giving their time to this
country, away from their families, to help
strangers make a better life for themselves,
and | would personally like to thank my fellow
Hoosiers for their commitment.

As we all know, the Peace Corps has made
life better for millions of people worldwide, and
has enriched the lives of the hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans who have devoted their
time, energy and passion into answering the
Peace Corps’ call to duty. | would respectfully
encourage my fellow colleagues to congratu-
late, commend, and encourage the continued
advancement and success of the Peace Corps
and all that its volunteers represent.

———

REMEMBER INTERNMENT OF
AMERICANS IN WORLD WAR II

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, on February 19, 1942, President
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Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order
9066 authorizing the Secretary of War to de-
fine military areas in which “the right of any
person to enter, remain in or leave shall be
subject to whatever restrictions” are deemed
“necessary or desirable.”

By the spring of 1942, California, Oregon,
Washington, and Arizona were designated as
military areas.

In May of 1942, Santa Clara Valley Japa-
nese Americans were ordered to “close their
affairs promptly, and make their own arrange-
ments for disposal of personal and real prop-
erty.”

Official government fliers were posted
around California, Arizona and Washington in-
structing families to report to various assembly
centers with just the bare necessities, leaving
behind their homes, their lives, and most per-
sonal belongings.

Because permanent camps were not yet
built, large community gathering places, such
as the Tanforan Racetrack in San Mateo
County in Northern California and the Santa
Anita Racetrack in Southern California be-
came home to Japanese internees for several
months before being moved.

San Francisco Bay Area Japanese Ameri-
cans were forced to live in horse stables at
the Tanforan Racetrack until a permanent
camp was built for them.

Eleven thousand Japanese Americans and
aliens were evacuated from their homes and
incarcerated throughout the duration of the
war.

Three thousand of those interned were Jap-
anese Americans from Santa Clara Valley.

By the fall of 1942, most internees were
transported to camps far away from home, to
internment camps in Arizona, Northern and
Central California, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado,
and even as far away as Arkansas.

Most remained in internment camps until the
end of the war—3 long years later.

The horror for Japanese Americans did not
end upon their return to Santa Clara County in
1945 at the end of the war. Upon release, ap-
proximately 7,000 Japanese Americans moved
to Santa Clara Valley.

Most had no shelter, food, money, much
less a job.

Some returned to find their homes looted
and destroyed.

The San Jose Buddhist Church offered what
it could—shelter and hot meals for most fami-
lies.

In Santa Clara County, the family of Bob
Peckham (later to become Federal District
Court Judge Bob Peckham) took title to the
property of Japanese-American neighbors and
was able to preserve property and return it at
the end of the internment, so people in our
area in some cases were saved the loss of
their homes and businesses.

All of this happened before | was born.

But | remember very well learning about it
even before it was added to the history text-
books.

My mother was a young woman in 1942. My
dad was in the army and she was building air-
planes at Douglas Aircraft for the war effort.

She told me about driving past the Tanforan
Racetrack and how ashamed and guilty she
felt. There were people locked up at the race
track—Iliving in horse stables—who she knew
had done nothing wrong. People who had
been her neighbors had been rounded up sud-
denly and taken away.
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My mother told me how helpless she felt.
She knew what her government was doing
was wrong but she didn’t know how to change
it. She felt powerless but also felt guilty and
ashamed because of what the United States
government had done.

She was a life long Democrat and cast her
first Presidential vote for FDR . . . but she
never agreed with what he did to her neigh-
bors.

There was no apology, no financial support,
no help from the Federal Government until
many years later.

Finally, on February 19, 1976 President
Gerald Ford formally rescinded Executive
Order 9066.

And, at long last, on July 21, 1980 Con-
gress adopted legislation establishing the
Commission on Wartime Relocation and In-
ternment of Civilians (CWRIC) to investigate
the claim that the incarceration of Japanese
Americans and legal resident aliens during
World War Il was justified by military neces-
sity.

On August 10, 1988 the Civil Liberties Act
was signed into law, authorizing payments of
$20,000 to each person that suffered from in-
ternment and established the Office of Re-
dress to identify, locate, and pay these individ-
uals, 82,219 were paid.

By then my neighbors and my parents
neighbors who had been unjustly incarcer-
ated—Ed Kawazoe, Jimi Yamaichi, Ted and
Raiko, and many others—received at long last
an apology. Some lived long enough to re-
ceive the compensation provided for in the
law.

These efforts were celebrated in the com-
munity of Japanese Americans. But they were
also celebrated in the broader community be-
cause Americans who were not incarcerated,
like my mother, felt the shame and the guilt.

And while an apology could not undo the in-
justice and the compensation did not fully
cover the loss, it helped that our country ad-
mitted the mistake and tried to make amends.

On March 4, 2004 H. Res. 56, introduced by
Congressman MIKE HONDA, passed the House
by a unanimous vote of 404-0. The resolution
supports the goals of the Japanese, German,
and ltalian American communities in recog-
nizing a National Day of Remembrance on the
day FDR signed the infamous Executive Order
9066—February 19, 1942. It also seeks to in-
crease public awareness of the events sur-
rounding the restriction, exclusion, and intern-
ment of individuals and families during World
War II.

Today, | support Mr. HONDA’s resolution to
recognize February 19th as the Day of Re-
membrance. It is the least we can do—spend
one day per year reflecting on the horrors of
internment, remember those who suffered,
and work to find ways never to repeat that ter-
rible page in history.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 16 |
was unavoidably detained.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yea.”

«,
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BUSH ONCE AGAIN SKIRTING LAW
IMPACTING OUR NATIONAL SE-
CURITY

HON. DIANE E. WATSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Congress
should not allow the United Arab Emirates port
deal to go through. It must be stopped, and
House Republicans should grow a backbone
and finally stand up to the president in the
name of national security.

This deal shows once again the lengths the
Bush administration will go to bend the laws to
their advantage. The administration failed to
conduct a 45-day investigation that is legally
required. This, in itself, should be enough to
stop this deal.

The national security implications are simply
too important to ignore. And, unfortunately,
House Republicans have neglected our vul-
nerable ports since 9/11. Over the past four
years, House Republicans have opposed and
defeated Democratic efforts to increase fund-
ing for port security. Right now, only six per-
cent of cargo coming into the U.S. is being
checked, producing a large hole in our home-
land security. Democrats have tried to in-
crease port security funding on this House
floor FOUR TIMES over the last four years,
and House Republicans defeated our efforts
every time.

It's time Republicans make port security a
priority.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND
WORK OF MS. MARY JO AVERY,
ON THE OCCASION OF HER RE-
TIREMENT

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the extraordinary con-
tributions of a community and labor leader in
the 4th Congressional District. Ms. Mary Jo
Avery, long-time member and officer of Local
4603 of the Communications Workers of
America, has dedicated her life to public serv-
ice. | salute her for her achievements as she
retires from SBC-Ameritech after 32 years of
service.

Within the labor movement, Ms. Avery
worked tirelessly to advance women’s leader-
ship and to advocate for solutions to the
unique difficulties women workers often face.
An award-winning union leader, she also
played a pivotal role in developing the Wis-
consin Women’s Network into a vibrant and
powerful organization. She helped mentor, de-
velop, support and advance women leaders,
not only within the labor movement but in the
broader community. Herself a devoted par-
ent—mother of four, grandmother of 9, and
great-grandmother of 5—she argued for estab-
lishing policies and practices that would facili-
tate workers’ efforts to maintain a work/family
balance. CWA'’s leadership on this issue no
doubt drew many lessons from Ms. Avery’s
own personal experience.

Also a noted civil rights activist, Ms. Avery
connected the labor movement to local and
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national civil rights struggles. She received the
National A. Philip Randolph Rosina Tucker
Award for civil rights leadership and the Black
Women’s Network’s Outstanding Achievement
Award. Since 1995, she has served as Presi-
dent of the Milwaukee Chapter of the A. Philip
Randolph Institute, and was previously ap-
pointed to the City of Milwaukee’s Civil Rights
Commission.

| have known Ms. Avery for over 20 years.
She has been an important ally in the struggle
to realize ideals we both share, and has been
a personal source of inspiration and support.
In all she does, Mary Jo works to ensure that
the promise of America is extended to those
often left out—women, people of color, and
other vulnerable communities. | commend her
for these accomplishments, thank her for her
groundbreaking leadership, and wish her a
long and enjoyable retirement.

———

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 45TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED
STATES PEACE CORPS

HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, it was exactly 45
years ago today, on March 1, 1961, that Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy signed the Executive
Order establishing the Peace Corps under its
first Director, Sargent Shriver. Five months
later, in that distant summer of 1961, the inau-
gural group of volunteers prepared to leave for
the African country of Ghana. These first
Peace Corps volunteers “boarded a chartered
Pan American propeller driven plane for the
17-hour flight to Accra.” This was the begin-
ning of not only a life-shaping experience for
these 56 pioneers but also the commence-
ment of the entire Peace Corps saga which
we are honoring today. These fellow citizens
had responded to the clarion call contained in
President Kennedy’s inaugural address, which
had challenged all Americans to “ask not what
your country can do for you, ask what you can
do for your country.”

Since that first summer, over 170,000 volun-
teers have answered the late President’s call,
serving in over 137 countries. These are our
diplomats of the highways and byways. They
bring the smiling face of American optimism,
the famous American can-do spirit, and the
American dedication to democratic values to
the far corners of the globe. Their “offices” are
found in dirt-floor village classrooms, at rural
health clinics, on Third World farms, in devel-
opment projects in some of the world’s worst
urban slums, and at orphanages for the aban-
doned children of the world. Their rewards are
found in the shy smiles of students, the grate-
ful laughter of children, and the hearty hand-
shakes of senior citizens who have finally
found their longed-for American friend. The
price these volunteers are willing to pay for
their unique experience of service often in-
cludes sweat and toil, loneliness and frustra-
tion, but also the hearty laughter of welcomes
and the sad tears of fond farewells. They are
the unsung heroes of America’s continued en-
gagement with the peoples of the developing
world. At a time when anti-Americanism has
become the fashion in certain quarters over-
seas, Peace Corps volunteers have served
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